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AVTEC Facul ty  and Staf f  

ADMINISTRATION 
Fred W. Esposito, Director 
M.S. Vocational Education, University 

of Alaska 
B.S. Education, University of Montana 
Vocational Administration Certificate, 

University of Alaska 

Dick Harrell, Deputy Director 
M.S. Vocational Education, University 

of Alaska 
B.S. Industrial Technology, Southern 

Illinois University 
A.A.S. Instructional Technology, 

Community College of the Air Force 
A.A.S. Aircraft Maintenance 

Technology, Community College of 
the Air Force 

Amy Haddow, Grants Administrator 
M.S. Conservation Biology, Fordham 

University 
B.A. English, University of Notre Dame 

Linda Carpenter, Education Program 
Assistant 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

Barb Ericson, Accounts Payable, 
Accounting Clerk II 

Shirley Campbell, Admissions, 
Education Program Assistant 

Jeremiah Szepanski, Admissions, 
Education Program Assistant 

Kim Kain, Financial Aid Officer, 
Accounting Technician II 

Michelle Unrein, Human Resources, 
Administrative Assistant II 
AVTEC Business & Office Technology 

graduate 1998 

Val Boulden, Student Accounts, 
Accounting Clerk II 

Teri Laird, Student Records, 
Administrative Clerk II 

Kenn Carpenter, Procurement, 
Procurement Specialist lI 

CONNECTED ED 
Deb Burdick-Hinton, Connected  
Education Department Head/Instructor 
M.S. Vocational Education, University 

of Alaska Anchorage 
B.S. Secondary Education, Math and 

Science, University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign 

Trish Hart, Connected Education 
Instructor 
B.T. Adult Computer Education & 

Training, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks 

A.A.S. Computer Application, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Microsoft Office Specialist Master 
Instructor 

Microsoft Office Specialist Master 
Internet and Computing Core 

Certification (IC3) Authorized 
Program Instructor 

Jennifer Uriarte, Connected Education 
Instructional Aide 
AVTEC Business & Office Technology 
graduate 2000 
A.A. Career & Technical Education, 

Alaska Pacific University 

COUNSELING 
Patti Price, Department 
Head/Counselor/Equal Rights 
Compliance Officer 
M.Ed Career Guidance & Counseling, 

Northern Montana College 
M.Ed. School Administration, 

University of Great Falls 
B.S. Elementary Education, Eastern 

Montana College 

Rachel James, Placement Specialist 
B.A. Communications, Boise State 

University 

Micheley Hoeft, Youth Program 
Coordinator 
M.A. English, University of Alaska 

Anchorage 

B.A. English, Eastern New Mexico 
University 

Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language Certification 

A.A. Career & Technical Education, 
Alaska Pacific University 

ALASKA CULINARY ACADEMY 
Kevin Lane, Department 
Head/Instructor 
Certified Executive Chef 
Lederwolf Culinary Academy 
A.C.F. Approved Practical Examiner 
Alaska Ultimate Chef, 2008 
A.C.F. K category competition gold 

medal, 2008 
Alaska Culinary Association Chef of 

the Year, 2009 

Elizabeth Fackler, Pastry Arts 
Instructor 
A.A. Pastry Arts, Johnson & Wales 

University 
Certificate du Patisserie, Le Cordon 

Bleu, Paris, France 
A.C.F. Certified Culinary Educator 
A.C.F. Certified Executive Pastry Chef 
Certified TAMS Instructor 
A.C.F. Approved Practical Examiner 

Cheryl Lewis, Culinary Arts Instructor 
B.A. Culinary Arts Management 
A.O.S. Culinary Arts 

ALASKA MARITIME TRAINING 
CENTER 

Captain Scott A. Hamilton, Department 
Head/Instructor 
USCG Master: Steam or Motor 

Vessels, Any Gross Tonnage upon 
Oceans License 

First Class Federal Pilot 
LT USNR 
B.S. Nautical Industrial Technology, 

California Maritime Academy 
STCW Certificate as Master 
Radar Observer, GMDSS Operator 

License 
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U.S. Merchant Mariners Document: 
Wiper, SD (FH), any unlicensed 
deck rating including AB. 

Captain L.A. Holmes, Instructor 
USCG 100 Ton Near Coastal Master 
Certified Online Instructor 
Alaska Marine Safety Education 

Association Certified Instructor 
A.A. Career & Technical Education, 

Alaska Pacific University 

Captain Dale Butts, Instructor 
USCG 100 Ton Master 1600 Ton Mate 

Near Coastal License 
First-Aid, CPR, AED, and Alaska 

Marine Safety Education Association 
Certified Instructor 

Captain Andy Mezirow, Instructor 
USCG 1600 Ton Mate Any Ocean 

License 
USCG 200 Ton Master Any Ocean 

License 
B.S. Marine Biology & Maritime Affairs 
Radar Observer Unlimited 
Able Seaman Unlimited 
Alaska Marine Safety Education 

Association Certified Instructor 

LCDR Robert Thomas, Instructor 
US Coast Guard Retired 
M.A., International Relations, Salve 

Regina University 
M.Div., Vancouver School of Theology 
B.A., Social Science, Chapman 

University 

Captain Dan Butts, Instructor 
USCG 1600 Ton Master of Towing 

Near Coastal 

Eric Clock, QMED Oiler Instructor & 
Designated Duty Engineer Instructor 
A.A. Career & Technical Education, 

Alaska Pacific University 
Third Assistant Engineer of Steam & 

Motor Vessels, Unlimited Tonnage 
Master 100 GT Vessels 
Journey Level Refrigeration 

Technician 
Journey Level Marine Electrician 
 

Commercial Refrigeration, Heating, 
and Air Conditioning Certificate, 
Polytechnical Institute 

Automation Certificate, Marine 
Electrical Certificate, and Advanced 
Shipboard Firefighting Certificate, 
Seafarers Harry Lundberg School of 
Seamanship 

NATE Certified for Oil Furnaces-ACE 
Service Technician 

NATE Certified for Gas Furnaces-ACE 
Service Technician 

Mike Angove, Instructional Aide 

ALLIED HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
Lisa Wilke, Department Head/ 
Instructor 
B.S. Nursing, University of Alaska 

Anchorage 

J. Keenan Casteel, CNA Instructor 
PH.D. Nursing Care of Children, 

University of Pittsburgh 
M.S. Parent-Child Nursing/Nursing 

Care of Children with Developmental 
Disabilities, Boston University 

B.S.N. Nursing, Villanova University 

Alexis Klapproth, LPN 
Coordinator/Instructor 

M.S.N. Burn & Trauma Nursing, 
University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

B.S. Nursing, Winona State College,     
Winona, Minnesota 

Certified Wound Specialist  

Kathleen Honeycutt, CNA Instructor 
A.A.S. Nursing, University of Alaska 

Anchorage 
Registered Nurse 

Marci Wall, CNA & LPN Instructor 
B.S. Nursing, South Dakota State 

University 

Rey Espera, LPN Instructor 
M.S.N., Walden University 
B.S. Nursing, University of Alaska 

Anchorage 

Jen Blair, Business & Office Technology 
Instructor, CPC, CPC-H, CPC-I  

Diane Minster, Business & Office 
Technology Instructor 
M.Ed., Jones International University 
B.Ed., University of Alaska Fairbanks 

 Vivica Carr, Education Program 
Assistant 

DEPARTMENT OF APPLIED 
TECHNOLOGIES 
Kent Berklund, Department 
Head/Instructor 
M.Ed. Oregon State University 
B.S. Industrial Arts Education, Oregon 

State University 
ASE Certified Master Mechanic  
ASE Certifications in: Engine Repair, 

Suspension & Steering, Brakes, 
Electricity/Electronics, Manual Drive 
Trains & Axles, and Engine 
Performance, Exhaust Systems,  

Heating and Air Conditioning, 
Automatic Transmissions 

Jerry Blitz, Instructor 
A.A.S. Electronics, University of 

Alaska Anchorage 
Chrysler Institute, Michigan 
ASE Certified Master Auto Technician 
ASE Advanced Engine Performance 

Specialist 
ASE Certified Medium/Heavy Truck 

Technician 
ASE Certified Master Machinist 

Peyton Sparks, Power Plant Instructor 
Licensed Journeyman Electrician 

MKC Robert Dunno, Diesel Engine 
Instructor 
Machinery Technician, Chief Petty 

Officer, US Coast Guard (Retired) 
USCG Unlimited Horsepower, Chief 

Engineer License 
A.A. Career & Technical Education, 

Alaska Pacific University 

Bill Williamson, Heavy Equipment 
Instructor 
Master CAT Field Mechanic 
Corrective Engineer, Komatsu  
Engineer, Western Pine Industries 
Certified Welder 
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Journey Level Heavy Equipment 
Mechanic 

Dan Logan, Industrial Electricity 
Instructor 
M.S. Vocational Education, University 

of Alaska 
B.S. Electrical Engineering, Portland 

State University 
A.T.A. Electronics Technology, Lower 

Columbia College 

Kurt Sutton, Industrial Electrical 
Instructional Aide 
A.A.S. Electronics, Pacific Union 

College 

Roger Hohl, Pipe Welding Instructor 
A.A. Welding/Material Technology, 

University of Alaska 
Journey Level Pipe & Steam Fitter 
Associate Welding Inspector 

Robert Frasher, Welding Instructor 

Dennis Estes, Welding Instructional 
Aide 
AVTEC Welding graduate 2006 

Doug Potter, Truck Systems Instructor 
ASE certified in Medium Heavy Truck; 

Diesel Engine, Brakes, Electrical & 
Electronics, HVAC and Preventive 
Maintenance Inspection 

A.A. Diesel Heavy Equipment 
Technology, College of the 
Redwoods, Eureka, CA 

A.A. Career & Technical Education, 
Alaska Pacific University 

Trish Pelch, Education Program 
Assistant 
AVTEC Business & Office Technology 
graduate 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT 
Mark Ganser, Department Head of  
IT & B&OT 
B.S. Industrial Education, University of 

Wisconsin – Stout  
Cisco Certified Academic Instructor 
Cisco Certified Network Associate 
Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer 
CompTIA Certified A+ Technician 

Ken Werner, Business & Office 
Technology Instructor 
M.S. Vocational Education, University 

of Alaska Anchorage 
B.S. Business Administration, Oregon 

State University 
Microsoft Certified Trainer 
Microsoft Certified Application 

Specialist Instructor 
Microsoft Office Specialist Master 

Instructor 
Microsoft Office Specialist Master 
Internet and Computing Core 

Certification (IC3) Authorized 
Program Instructor  

Synchronous Learning Expert (SLE) 

Wendy Stallings, Business & Office 
Technology Instructor  
AVTEC Business & Office Technology 

graduate 
A.A. Career & Technical Education, 

Alaska Pacific University 

Kenny Laird, Information Technology 
Instructor 
M.B.A. Telecommunications 
Management, Alaska Pacific University 
B.S. Occupational Education, Wayland 

Baptist University 
A.A.S. Instructional Technologies, 

Community College of the Air Force 

Allen Sagoonick, Information 
Technology Instructor 
AVTEC Information Technology 

graduate 2000 

Steve Fink, Programmer Analyst 
CIW Certified Web Development 
Professional 
Microsoft Certified Systems 
Administrator (MCSA) 
Cisco Certified Network Associate 
(CCNA) 
USCG Licensed Master 150 GT, Upon 
All Oceans Issue #4 
Merchant Mariners Document (MMD) 
STCW-95 

Kathy Vitaris, Network Administrator 
CompTIA Certified A+ Technician 
Microsoft Certified Professional 

Belva Smith, Education Program 
Assistant 

LEARNING RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT 
Lisa Rininger, Department 
Head/Instructor 
M.A. Education, Central Michigan 

University 
B.A. Special Education, Central 

Michigan University 

Deborah Dixon, Adult Basic Education 
Instructor 
M.Ed. Teaching/Learning Specialties, 

University of Vermont 
B.S. Education, University of Vermont 

Lael Gordon, Instructor 
B.A. History & Political Science,  
Colorado College 

BUILDING TRADES TECHNOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT 
Robert DiPiero, Department 
Head/Related Studies Instructor 
M.S. Industrial Technology, Western 

Illinois University 
B.S. Vocational Education, Western 

Illinois University 

Bill Basinski, Construction Instructor 
M.S. Vocational Education, University 

of Alaska Anchorage 
B.S. Education, Indiana State 

University 

Tim Shearer, Plumbing & Heating 
Instructor 
A.A.S. Environmental Controls, 

Community College of the Air Force 
Journeyman Plumber 

RESIDENTIAL LIFE DEPARTMENT 
Dave Paperman, Department Head 
M.S. Administration of Recreation & 
Parks, Indiana University 
B.S. Public Affairs, Indiana University 

Connie Jacobson, Dorm Attendant 

Shelli McDowell, Dorm Attendant 

Marti Wallis, Dorm Attendant 

Jamie Fredrickson, Resident Assistant 


